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HENK WAGEMAKERS 
 

 

 
 
WA International Judge, Director of 
shooting, WA rules and interpretations 
translator, lecturer, leader of courses for 
judges and organizers, 
commentator/announcer, officer  
 

 
The first time he came in contact with archery was in 1981. He organized for the bank NMB 
where he was working, a sport day, where 10 sports were included. He made contact with 
Niek Reijers. His club organized archery in the sport hall, where the festivity with sport 
activities was organized.  
 
It took another 10 years before he became an archer himself. In 1991 he became member of 
the Waterlandschutters in Purmerend, that is now 30 years ago. He introduced into the archery 
also his family members; his wife Nettie also became an archer and his daughter Anita, too. 
Anita also became member of the national junior team. 
 
In the period between 1991 and 2000 he also became member of the regional board, together 
with Cees van Alten. In that period he became chairman of the Waterlandschutters for 4 years. 
During his leadership he managed to get the gift from the foundation of the bank, where he 
was working. The money was spent for the extension of the Indoor club building, so club 
members had the possibility to shoot on 25 meters. Most of the work was done by the club 
members and with the voluntary work some money was saved, which was later partly used for 
the reparation of the roof. 
 
Henk was also competing on several tournaments, but he was always shooting Recurve for 
fun. He was still some years ago coming when possible to the club and shot few arrows. But 
he always liked to organize tournaments. Five times in a raw he organized night shooting, the 
first in Netherlands. It was outdoor shooting 12 hours - from 20:00 till 8:00 with 2 persons in 
the team.  
   

 

 
Around 2000/2001 he became member of the 
committee that worked for the reorganisation of the 
federation. After the reorganisation he became 
Bondsenator for almost 3 years. After that he became 
for a short period member of the Board. 

 
In his club he met Jenneke Reijers and she motivated 
him to become a Judge. In 1995, now 26 years ago, he 
became a national Judge. But that was not all. When the 
Chairman of Judges Toon de Beer died, he took over 
the Chairmanship of the Judges Committee for a period 
of 4 years. Around 10 years later he took over the 
Chairmanship again. 
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In 2002 he started with the translation of the World Archery Rulebooks and interpretations 
and he is still the current official translator for all this.  
 
In 1999 he started with the education of judges and till this moment (after 22 years) he is still 
doing that.  However not only the education of judges, but at the same time also the education 
of organizers. At the end of 2020 he run for the first time the course for organizers and the 
course for new club judges due to the corona pandemic online with all interactivity and group 
work of participants.   
 
Jenneke Reijers also motivated him to become an International Judge. He became a WAIJ in 
2001 and in 2020 it was, after 20 years, his last year because of retirement age. As national 
judge he worked on many national events alongside this period, most of times as Chairman of 
Judges on national championships. As an archer he always had his judges uniform with him 
on tournaments and it happened several times that he had to cancel his participation as the 
archer and take over the judging, because it happened that for some reason the judge did not 
come.  
As World Archery International Judge he participated for WAE and WA in several 
tournaments all around the world. His first international appointment was in 2002 for Masters 
Games in Melbourne, Australia. This was his first and worst international experience, as for 
this tournament judges had to pay beside the travel costs also the accommodation and food. 
His next appointment was Indoor World Championships 2003 in Nimes, France and after this 
he was promoted from IJC to IJ.  
 
In his IJ period he has been travelling for judging all around the world. Serving for EMAU 
(nowadays World Archery Europe) he got soon appointments as Chairman of Judges on 
Junior Cup Events, most of time in new countries, where it was hard work to introduce high 
level events to the new organizers and educate national judges or candidates for this task: in 
2004 in Boe, France, in 2005 in Cles, Italy, in 2006 in Prague, Czech Republic, in 2008 in 
Batumi, Georgia and in 2013 in Bucharest, Romania.  
 
But his love for being IJ was most for para events 
and there he was Chairman of Judges  

 in Nove Mesto for 4 times,  
 in European Para Archery Championships 

2016 in Saint Jean de Monts, France,  
 in World Para Archery Championships 

2011 in Torino, Italy,  
 in World Para Archery Championships 

2015  in Donaueschingen, Germany and  
 in World Para Archery Championships 

2017 in Beijing, China.  
He was also Chairman of Judges in:  

 European Target Archery Championships 
2014 in Echmiadzin, Armenia,  

 in World Junior Championships 2008 in 
Antalya, Turkey,  

 in World Cup 2014 in Wroclaw, Poland 
and  

 in World University Championships 2014 
in Legnica, Poland. 
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He loved to serve also as Director of Shooting. As 
such he was serving most of times as a team of DoS 
together with his partner Irena Rosa on European 
Indoor Archery Championships 2010 in Poreč, 
Croatia, on World Archery Target Championships 
2011 in Torino, Italy and on 1st European Games 
2015 in Baku, Azerbaijan, as well as on several 
Grand Prix events 2005-2012 and World Cup events 
2006-2012. In fact, they were the first DoS team on 
the first World Cup event. Especially their DoS 
reports from World Cup events were important for 
WA Technical Delegate and WA Ianseo results team 
to plan exact time for future highest level individual 
and team final matches. 
As IJ he was also invited to serve as judge on several 
Grand Prix and World Cup events in Bulgaria, 
Croatia and Turkey. 

In 2007 he became also a member of Slovenian Archery Association and by NOC of Slovenia 
registered national judge. He was several time present as delegate on WAE and WA 
Congress.   
 

 
 
The education of new national judges and permanent education of national judges, giving 
them lessons and new knowledge, was his passion. He educated, on personal invitation, in the 
last 16 years national judges in 15 different countries. Several participants became later 
Continental or International Judges. 
 
He was member of the WAE Judges Committee for 4 years. 
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One thing I can say is that he offered a lot of time on national and international bases on his 
biggest hobby, well not a hobby, but a passion - Archery. 
 
I saw and see, during the years, that in several occasions his ideas and solutions about rules 
and procedures are realized, especially when it is concerning Judging or changing rules. 
Issues that came most of the time out of his reports from tournaments (e.g. 30 second rule 
time out in Para, forbidden of extra support wheels in Para, changes in VI procedure  and 
Shoot-off for team event and several small changes). 
 
He made some power 
point presentation for 
trainings aids for WA 
judges in 2014 that are 
still in use with small 
changes and updates (DoS 
and Para Archery).  
   

 

The last 10 years he also enjoys serving as the announcer/ commentator on Archery events in 
Europe. He was also an international judge, therefore he knows rules and it is always nice for 
the spectators to give some more information and for the participants to have some more 
guidelines.  
 
He started to work as the announcer/commentator on Youth Cup event in 2012 and has been  
official announcer/commentator: 
 on several Youth Cup events in Slovenia, Croatia, 

Romania, Hungary, Russia, Greece, Austria and Italy  
 and also on European Championships: 

 in 2012 on European Junior Championships in 
Nykobing 

 in 2014 on European Youth Championships in 
Ljubljana,  

 in 2015 on European Indoor Championships in 
Koper,  

 in 2016 on European 3D Championships in 
Mokrice,  

 in 2017 on European Field Championships in 
Mokrice,  

 in 2018 on European Outdoor Championships in 
Legnica, 

 in 2019 on European Field Championships in 
Mokrice, 

 in 2021 on European 3D Championships in Maribor. 
 
After his 20 years of serving as WA International Judge he stopped working because of the retirement age. 
He also stopped serving as Slovenian national Judge.  
 
He stays serving in Dutch Archery Association as national judge, translator of WA rules and interpretations, 
the lecturer and leader of courses for new club and national judges and organizers in Netherlands and the 
announcer/commentator on future events, looking forward on Youth Cup 2022 and European Indoor 
Championships 2022.  


